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Force, or of hope: it is the end only of man. Man, as we
know him, will be scrapped, and something else tried.
'The power that produced Man when the monkey was not
up to the mark, can produce a higher creature than Man
if Man does not come up to the mark. What it means is
that if Man is to be saved, Man must save himself. There
seems no compelling reason why he should be saved. He
is by no means an ideal creature. At his present best
many of his ways are so unpleasant that they are un-
mentionable in polite society, and so painful that he is com-
pelled to pretend that pain is often a good. Nature holds
no brief for the human experiment: it must stand or fall
by its results. If Man will not serve, Nature will try
another experiment.*
How can Man serve ? By keeping his body fit; it may
be a poor body, but it is the only one he has, so he may
as well keep it bright and clean: by keeping his mind,
too, bright and clean: by doing, and daring, and being
curious: by being tolerant of novelty, and by suspecting
heresy of truth.
It is not easy to keep the mind bright and clean if it is
cluttered up with old customs and superstitions. The Life
Force does not inhabit lumber rooms. The Bible, for
instance, is full of pictures of God which have served their
turn, and which show how God reveals Himself to men
according to their capacity to understand Him. In The
Adventures of the Black Girl in Her Search for God, Shaw
takes us through the Bible like a guide taking visitors
through a picture gallery, pointing out on the walls the
successive revelations of God from the * Omnipotent Bogey
Man, maker of night and day and sun and moon, of the
four seasons and their miracle of seed and harvest, to a
braver idealization of a benevolent sage, a just judge, and
affectionate father/ To-day, when we are pleased to call
man adolescent, Shaw would hang another picture of God
on the walls and extend the revelation to 'the incorporeal
word that never becomes flesh, at which point modern
science and philosophy take up the problem with its Vi$
Naturae^ its Elan Vital, its Life Force, its Evolutionary
Appetite, its still more abstract Categorical Imperative, and